ROLE OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH REGISTERED NURSE AND THE ADVANCED PRACTICE REGISTERED NURSE IN THE INTEGRATED CLINIC

Role of the Public Health Registered Nurse:

1. Obtain pertinent history and risk assessment on both male and female patients according to established guidelines.

2. Perform a physical assessment on both male and female patients according to established guidelines.

3. Obtain the following tests: Pap smear, Syphilis Serology, GenProbe for Gonorrhea and Chlamydia, Herpes test, HIV Test based on established screening criteria.

4. Obtain/perform the following stat tests: Wet Prep, KOH Prep, Gram stain, RPR, Hematocrit, pH, based on established screening criteria.

5. Administer PPD and immunizations according to standing orders.

6. Make diagnosis based on patient's history, laboratory results, and clinical findings.

7. Administer/dispense medication for treatment of STDs according to standing orders.

8. Dispense barrier methods.

9. Dispense and/or administer contraceptive methods according to standing orders.

10. Administer other medications per order of the APRN or MD.

11. Provide education related to contraceptive method, STD diagnosis, HIV, medications.

12. Provide client-centered counseling related to identified risk factors/problems.

13. Manage follow-up of test results, including STD tests, Syphilis tests, HIV, Pap smears.

14. Make referrals.

15. Evaluate for FSS and refer as needed.

Role of the Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN):

Provide the above Family Planning, STD, HIV, and Immunization Services in addition to the following:

1. Postpartum evaluation.

2. Post-abortion evaluation.

3. Insertion/removal of Implant.

4. Insertion/removal of IUD.

5. Fit diaphragms.

6. Examine/Evaluate patients with complicated health problems (eg. PID, cystitis, epididymitis, etc.) according to protocols.

7. Provide clinical consultation to Public Health Registered Nurses.

8. Serve as preceptor/clinical instructor for public health nurses attending the Preventive Health Course.

9. Participate in the clinical evaluation of Registered Nurses providing integrated services.
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